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TEAMWORK! Everyone knows that working as a
team allows a group to accomplish more than if they
work as individuals. Look at yourself and think about
any organization you have belonged to or any company where you have worked. Notice the times when
you and your fellow employees worked together.
Think about how much more you were able to accomplish as a team.
A few weeks ago, we held our D/8 Summer Rendezvous. The event was a success. But, it would not have
been without teamwork. From planning and preparation to the final
breakfast Sunday morning everything worked out beautifully because we
operated as a team. Was everything perfect? Of course not! But, overall,
the results demonstrated the benefit of working as a team.
It’s hard to thank everyone in this message.
I do want you to know that members from
several squadrons came together to ensure
our activities
were done in
excellence.
Saturday morning pancakes
made for a terrific breakfast, thanks to Jan and Al Furtado.
A visit from the local Pirate “Captain Jack”
along with his wench added humor to an already fun barbecue on Saturday afternoon.

® The USPS Ensign (Flag Design),
"Wheel-and-Flag Design", "Officer Trident Design",
"United States Power Squadrons",
"USPS", "The Ensign", "the Squadron" with flag
graphic, “Paddle Smart”, “USPS University”,
"Boat Smart", "Jet Smart", and "America's Boating
Club" are registered trademarks of
United States Power Squadrons.
The Squadron Boating Course is a service mark of
United States Power squadrons.
The "USPS Trade Dress" is a trademark of United
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DISTRICT 8

CALL TO THE FALL
2017 COUNCIL

CALL TO THE FALL
2017 CONFERENCE

Per District 8 Bylaws Article 5, Section 5.2
and 5.3, District Commander J o y c e A

In accordance with the provisions of Article
5 of District 8 Bylaws, District Commander
J o y c e A . N e w m a n , A P issues the
Call to the Fall Conference to be

BRIDGE OFFICERS
COMMANDER
D/C Joyce A. Newman, AP

Fall
Council meeting for 1500 on
Friday, 27 October 2017 at the
Embassy Suites Hotel, 4350 PGA
Blvd, Palm Beach Gardens, FL
33410.
N e w m a n , A P h a s c a lled the

dc@uspsd8.org
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
D/Lt/C Janet L. Leh, P
dxo@uspsd8.org
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER
D/Lt/C Richard C. Pfenniger, SN
deo@uspsd8.org
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
D/Lt/C Edwin A Hoover, AP

Any member of District 8 will have the
privilege of the floor upon recognition by
the Chair. All members of the District are
encouraged to attend this meeting and
commanders should urge bridge officers to
be present.

dao@uspsd8.org
SECRETARY
D/Lt/C John E. Goebel, SN
dsec@uspsd8.org

An absent squadron commander may be
represented by another bridge officer of
the squadron and in the absence of an
officer for whom there is an elected
assistant; the assistant may act for the
principal.

TREASURER
R/C William R. Gillette, AP
dtreas@uspsd8.org

PIECES OF EIGHT
the official publication of District 8,
USPS®, Inc. 3499 Oaks Way, Unit 1002,
Pompano Beach, FL 33069, a unit of
United States Power Squadrons® Sail and
Power Boating is published four times
annually (Winter, Spring, Summer and
Fall). Submissions may be sent to the
Editor. All articles appearing in this paper
are assumed to represent the opinion of
the author and are not to be considered as
reflecting the policy of District 8 or USPS®
unless so designated.

EDITOR
D/Lt Jan Furtado, AP
po8@uspsd8.org
BOOSTERS
D/Lt John W. Northrup, AP

DISTRICT 8 WEB SITE
w w w.usp sd8.o rg
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Per District 8 Bylaws Article 3, Section 3.1,
voting members of the Council include the
district bridge, immediate past district
commander,
chairmen
of General
Committees (Nominating, Auditing and
Rules) and squadron commanders.

x

The agenda for this meeting includes:

x

Reports of district department
chairman

x

Reports of General Committees

x

Reports of Standing Committees

x

Announcements

x

Other business that may properly
come before the meeting.

SEE PAGES 4 & 5 FOR D/8
STANDING RULES WHICH WILL
BE DISCUSSED.

Photos in this issue
by

D/Lt Art Dodd, SN
Palm Beach Sail & Power Squadron

held at the Emb as sy Sui tes
H o tel , 4 3 50 PGA Bl v d , Pal m
Beach Gar den s, FL 33 4 10 ,
Saturday, 28 October 2017 at
1330.
The purpose of the meeting is to act on
matters set forth below.
1.

To hear and act upon reports of officers.

2.

To consider and act upon any other
business that may properly come before
the Conference.

3.

To consider and act upon reports,
resolutions and recommendations from
the Council, officers and committees.

District 8 Bylaws Article 4 and 5 describe
the
Conference
and
its
functions
extensively and are recommended reading
for all members.
Section 4.1: The Conference shall be
composed of the Council, the past district
commanders of this district who are active
members of district squadrons, and the
delegates which persons shall be the voting
members of the Conference.
Section 4.2.1: Delegates shall be selected
by each squadron on the basis of one
delegate for each twenty five (25) active
members in good standing or major fraction
thereof as of the preceding 1 March, with a
minimum of two (2) delegates per squadron.
Section 4.2.3: Prior to each meeting of the
Conference each squadron commander shall
submit in writing to the district secretary, a
list of the squadron's delegates entitled to
vote at the Conference. PLEASE BE
ADVISED THAT DELEGATES MAY VOTE ONLY
IF NAMES HAVE BEEN SUBMITED TO
SECRETARY PRIOR TO MEETING.
Section 4.2.4: If a delegate is disqualified
or unable to attend, the squadron
commander may appoint a substitute and
notify the secretary prior to the convening
of the meeting.

(Except where otherwise noted)
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DISTRICT COMMANDER’S MESSAGE (cont’d)
Also on Saturday, an event took place that was another demonstration
of teamwork. Our new District Administrative Officer Ed Hoover
gave his Pledge while surrounded by many fellow members on board
Ken Peters’s sailboat. It was a very special moment.
Speaking of Ed, he already is proving to be a valuable addition to the
District Bridge by demonstrating the true value of teamwork in his AO
department. As we speak, Ed is energizing his committees to make a
significant difference in the District and its support of the squadrons.

Lest I forget, special thanks go out to
all of you that attended the D/8 Summer Rendezvous at Pirate’s Cove
Resort & Marina; we had a great
weekend because you were there.
So, now that everyone is back home,
how can you be a part of your squadron’s team? Every member can
make a significant contribution to their squadron with a small investment of their time. It is no secret that a
squadron depends on its members to volunteer in support of the squadron. The more members work together
as teams, the more successful the squadron will be.
I encourage everyone to call their squadron commander and say I would like to help. What you have to offer
may be only a few hours of your time, but will be extremely appreciated by the commander. Once you do
this, you will be proud of being able to make a difference with your squadron.
Now the question is “why would I do this”? Let’s look at the benefit to you of being a volunteer for your
squadron. First, you will feel good about contributing to the squadron (don’t underestimate this one); next
you will meet new people that share your interests (that almost guarantees you’ll have more fun). These additional rewards are plentiful especially having FUN and earning your cherished Merit Mark!
In October we will be holding the D/8 Fall Conference. Our conferences are open to all members and have
proven to be very worthwhile. More people are coming to the conferences because they see the value in connecting with fellow members from other parts of the district. I encourage you to seriously consider coming to
the Fall Conference even if it’s just during the day on Saturday. There is no cost for attending the workshops
or the meeting. And, who knows, you may even choose to stay for the banquet. You will not have to book a
room whether you stay for the banquet or not. Oh, I don’t want you to forget the hospitality “Meet & Greet”
that you are welcome to attend. This event becomes a very inexpensive way to grow your relationships with
fellow members in other squadrons.
In closing, I want to thank everyone that’s contributed and helped give our members a great organization that
is getting better every day.
I’m looking forward to seeing you at the Embassy Suites for the D/8 Fall Conference!
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DISTRICT 8 STANDING RULES
P/R/C William E. Husted, SN, 2016/17 Chairman
The D/8 Council received these Revised Standing Rules at the Spring Conference for review. They
will now be submitted at the Fall Conference for approval. Please let me know if you have any questions regarding the contents or the process.

DISTRICT 8 STANDING RULES

Submitted for Approval at the Spring Conference 2017
1.

All Past District 8 Commanders still active within the district shall receive a copy of the minutes of the
Council and Conference Meetings.

2.

If negotiations with the conference hotel result in two (2) free suites at the spring conference, the
incoming and outgoing District Commander and spouse will each receive a suite.

3.

The district treasurer shall notify, in writing, all squadron treasurers on or before 01 November of the
district per capita assessment for the coming year.

4.

The individual budget allotment for at-large members of the Governing Board shall be disbursed at no
more than one-half (1/2) of the allotment per member for each Governing Board meeting (Annual
Meeting and Fall Governing Board) after submission of qualified expense reports.

5.

The Budget & Finance Committee shall consult with all Department and Committee Chairpersons
concerning the budgetary requirements for the upcoming budget year. All chairpersons shall submit a
budget request to the Budget & Finance Committee, along with a written explanation of any changes
from the previous year's budget, by 31 May.

6.

The committee administering the P/R/C Morton A. Kravitz Memorial Fund (interest from this fund to
be used for any necessary refurbishing of D/8 educational awards) shall be comprised of the chairman
of the District Awards Committee, the Commander of the Palm Beach Sail and Power Squadron, and
the district treasurer. The committee members shall elect a chairman.

7.

The committee to administer the Women's Auxiliary of the Miami Power Squadron (WAMPS) Fund
shall be the chairman of the Budget & Finance Committee, the District Educational Officer and the
District Commander. Chair shall be elected by the committee members. Interest received from the
Fund shall be used as a discretionary fund for special educational activities.

8.

Any awards to District 8 (plaques, certificates or otherwise) shall remain the permanent possession of
the District Commander whose term coincides with the action which led to the award.

9.

Service Award Plaques & Certificates will be presented at the discretion of the District Bridge. Any
District Bridge Officer serving for three (3) or more years will receive a plaque and a past officer flag.
(Continued on Page 5)
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DISTRICT 8 STANDING RULES (cont’d)
The Rules Committee recommends DELETING the Fall Conference 2010-approved Rule 1 as it is deemed
unnecessary with current day online publishing of or access to required information.
1. Each squadron secretary shall send a copy of the squadron regular and executive committee minutes to the
District Commander and District Executive Officer. These minutes shall be sent within thirty (30) days of
the meeting. The squadron secretary shall also send copies of squadron publications and rosters to all
members of the District Bridge.
2. Additionally, the Committee recommends RE-NUMBERING the provisions to more closely coincide
with the following related subject matter:
A) Administrative/Operational (1-2)
B) Budget/Finance (3-5)
C) Awards (6-9)
Submitted for Approval at the Spring Conference 2017
2016-17 Rules Committee
D/Lt William E. Husted, SN, Chairman
Lt Joseph J. Fadlovich, AP
D/Lt Ronald M. Ray, JN

COOPERATIVE CHARTING
D/Lt Bill Heimbaugh, S
Here is what is going on. The new USPS® Nautical Program, Nautical Reporting SOP is
basically a discrepancy/verification reporting system. The program is fully operational and is explained in detail at (https://www.usps.org/images/Exec/CoopCh/Docs/2017_0306_Programs_and_Reporting.pdf ) and is available on our Webpage. We are working with a programming professional to develop a reporting program similar to our old program CCWeb but, as a
stopgap, we have put together a JotForm report for your convenience. The link to the form is posted on our website, but you can also access it here at https://form.jotform.us/70635965335160.
AS FAR AS DEPTH SOUNDING, THEY ARE GONE AND NOT COMING BACK FROM WHAT I KNOW.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
D/Lt/C Janet L. Leh, P
Hope everyone is having a great summer although the heat does not seem to be
letting up.
I would like to thank you so much for all the get well wishes. The e-mails, texts,
and cards were really appreciated. Am feeling much better and getting back to
business.
Coming up 10-17 September 2017 is the Governing Board Meeting at Dallas,
Texas. Those of us going are excited to renew friendships and attend seminars to
find out what’s new so we can report to you at the D8 Conference 27-29 October
2017 at the Embassy Suites in Palm Beach Gardens.
Plans are well on their way with seminars to please you. Harold and I plan to do
a seminar about our trip to Cuba. Other District 8 members are going and we will try to give you our
opinion of this discovery. Please plan to join us.
Thank you.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT
D/Lt/C Richard C. Pfenniger, SN
This year the Educational Department is working for a great Fall Conference.
Everybody can and should take part in it. At about 0945 Saturday morning
D/Lt Bob Scully, SN will present an outline of how Squadrons can and should
do on water activities. This includes courses and Boat Operator Certification
Program plus the Jump Start program.
About 1100 Saturday we will all move to the parking lot and have training
with fire extinguishers and hand held flares. This is unopposed time so all
can take part in the training. Bring your old hand flares. This gives you a way
to legally dispose of them and you will learn how to safely use them. We will
not demonstrate or use any aerial flares. This training is for all members. The
training will be assisted by Stf/C Al Furtado,SN and ADEO Richard Schewe,
SN.
If you have a fire extinguisher that is out of date, bring it and we will see if it
works. The DEO will provide the fire and fire extinguishers for training.
Everybody should have a chance to light a flare and put out a fire.
Sunday morning we will have the SEO meeting. All SEOs are to attend. Other educators are welcome
to attend. This meeting will cover all the new educational information we learned at the Dallas G/B
and any issues that a Squadron would like to have help on.
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SECRETARIAL DEPARTMENT
D/Lt/C John Goebel, SN
Communication is an important ingredient for the success of any
organization. In United States Power Squadrons® District 8 we are proud
that many of our squadrons have developed outstanding communications
media as evidenced by receipt of the Distinguished Communicator
Awards (DCA) in 2016. For the Publications award we had seven of our
squadron newsletters awarded the DCA in addition to our District "Pieces
of Eight". We performed even better with our websites as we had 10
squadrons (and D/8) receive DCA recognition.
The United States Power Squadrons® Communications Committee has
established strict criteria for squadrons to receive the DCA. Publications
and websites are reviewed throughout the year by Committee members
with regular feedback provided to editors and webmasters on how to
better comply with United States Power Squadrons® standards.
So how do squadrons qualify for DCA's in 2017? I've included links to the evaluation criteria
for Publications and Websites. We'd like to encourage all D/8 squadrons to review these
evaluation criteria to improve the quality of their communication media.
Publications: https://www.usps.org/images/secretary/commcom/pub/ccPubEvalFm.pdf
Websites: https://www.usps.org/images/secretary/commcom/websites/ccWebEvalFm.pdf
Social Media is in use by United States Power Squadrons® and many of our squadrons and
districts have established Facebook pages. If your squadron has not done so yet we'd
encourage you to enlist one of your social media experts to create your own squadron Facebook
page. We've found that Facebook is a powerful tool to display our educational, civic service and
social activities in front of our members and the public.
If you'd like to share your Communications experience and/or learn from other D/8 members,
please consider attending our Secretary's workshop on the morning of 28 October prior to our
Fall Conference.
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DISTRICT 8 FALL CONFERENCE
D/Lt Mary Wohlstein, S, Conference Manager
WHAT IS THE D/8 CONFERENCE AND WHY SHOULD I ATTEND?
The D/8 Conference is a meeting that is held twice a year for all the squadrons in District 8. District 8 is
comprised of 13 Squadrons in southeast Florida with Sebastian Inlet at the northern end, Key West at the
southern end and 11 Squadrons in between to include Coral Ridge, Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood,
Homestead, Marathon, Miami, Palm Beach, Pompano Beach, Port St. Lucie, St. Lucie River and Vero
Beach.
The Spring Conference is more formal than the Fall Conference because it is where the Change of Watch
(COW) takes place when the new officers are sworn in and awards are presented. The Fall Conference is
less formal but still important.
All members of all Power Squadrons in District 8 are invited to attend the conferences.
On Friday a Council meeting is held. Attendees include the D/8 Bridge, the immediate Past District
Commander, Squadron Commanders, chairs of our three elected general committees, and is open to all
interested members, including all squadron officers who are encouraged to attend. At this meeting decisions
are made on what to present to the general membership at the Conference on Saturday but only Council
Members are allowed to vote. Many refer to this meeting as the business meeting.
Hospitality suites are usually held on Friday night with individual Squadrons hosting the events.
On Saturday morning seminars are offered based on feedback that we get from the members on what they
are interested in. Suggestions for future seminars are always welcome.
On Saturday afternoon, a Conference is held that includes the current D/8 Bridge, all Past District
Commanders, a representative from the Chief's (National Commander) office, chairs of our general
committees and all general membership. Awards are presented and recognition is given to many members
and committees. A list of voting Squadron members (called delegates) is presented in advance by the
Squadron Commanders. The number of votes each Squadron receives is based on the number of members
in each Squadron. All Squadron Officers and members are encouraged to attend.
Lunch is offered at the Hotel on Saturday before the Conference. Advance reservations are required and
should be noted on your reservation form.
The District Commander hosts a hospitality suite on Saturday night before the Banquet. Reservations are
required in advance to attend the Banquet.
Months of planning goes in to these conferences to make them a success. If you have any suggestions about
how we can make our conferences better or future seminar topics that you would be interested in attending
or conducting feel free to contact me at m_wohlstein@yahoo.com or 954-895-0132.
These conferences are a great way to meet members of other Squadrons and exchange ideas.
I look forward to seeing you at the Fall Conference.
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DISTRICT 8 FALL CONFERENCE
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DISTRICT 8 FALL CONFERENCE
Seminar Descriptions for Saturday, 28 October 2017
0800 -Bach- First Timers
This seminar gives our First Timers an opportunity to meet and greet the D/8 Bridge on a one-on-one basis.
Questions and comments are welcome.
0830 – Bach – Achieving Membership Growth – D/Lt James DeArmond, AP
This workshop is a follow-up to last spring’s workshop. We will review individual squadron’s results and
discuss challenges encountered in attempting to implement the actions we previously discussed. We will
place specific attention on additional help the squadrons need to accomplish their membership growth goals.
0830 – Beethoven – Navigating Our USPS Web Pages – P/R/C Marjorie Baraff, AP
Don't get lost or left behind. Take a website nav class with Marge and see how to travel through our United
States Power Squadrons® website pages and menus. No Red, Right, Returning here but navigate via Log
On, Departments, Log Off. An essential tool for all Officers, Committee Leadership and newer members.
0830-Chopin – Secretary Information Workshop - D/Lt/C John Goebel, SN
An informative workshop for all Squadron Secretaries with a focus on “Communications” led by our District
8 Secretary.
0945 – Bach – What It’s Like to Cruise to Cuba – D/Lt/C Janet Leh, P
Highlights of a recent trip to Cuba with other Squadron members.
0945 – Beethoven – Preventing and Handling Identity Theft - P/R/C Ellis D Simon, SN
This was a very popular seminar at the Spring Conference. Ellis took over the seminar at the last minute
when our Guest Speaker did not show up. Feedback was very positive. I am sure Ellis will have more tips
on how to protect yourself from Identity Theft.
0945 – Chopin – On Water Training (OWT) Jumpstart – D/Lt/C Richard Pfenniger, SN and D/Lt Robert
Scully, SN
An introduction to the United States Power Squadrons® On Water Training Program.
1100 – Outside – Live Flares/Fire Extinguisher Demonstration – D/Lt/C Richard Pfenniger, SN, D/Lt
Robert Scully, SN., Stf/C Allan Furtado, SN and ADEO Dick Schewe, SN
Additional information will be provided in Blasts sent out to the membership leading up to the Fall
Conference.
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MEMBERSHIP
D/Lt Jim DeArmond, AP
Membership growth has long been a challenge for most squadrons. In fact, a significant number of
Squadrons have experienced a decline for many years. I have talked to members with 25 or more years
in United States Power Squadrons® and they are loaded with stories about how big their squadron was
“back in the day”. And how much fun they had. “We were doing things all the time”. “We had great fun
with our fellow members no matter what kind of get together we held”. Perhaps you have shared comments like this with me. Sometimes, though, they follow up their enthusiasm with comments of how different it is today. “We’re too old to do the things we used to do.” or “We sold our boat. It was too much for
us to maintain.” These comments are understandable.
They, also, will say things like “Hardly anyone, especially the younger people want to belong to the squadron”. I do understand and appreciate what I’m hearing from the senior members of United States Power
Squadrons®. But, I do take issue with comments like the last one.
There is no question that younger people have different interests than those that joined our squadrons
years ago. But, that doesn’t mean they have no interest in becoming part of our organization. It more likely means we just haven’t found out what they want in a boating organization in the 21st century, yet!
That brings me to my point; I think we are beginning to figure out what younger prospective members
want. Look at our “shiny” new logo and tag line “For Boaters, By Boaters”.
Watch our new videos that emphasize “America’s Boating Club” Very good stuff! So, do not go around
thinking the GREAT days have passed and it’s time for United States Power Squadrons® to fade away.
That’s not going to happen. We are beginning an exciting growth trend and it will continue.
To interest the 21st century boating community, we are expanding our boating focus to include new ways
of enjoying the water. Jet skis, kayaks, paddle boards, pontoons, you name it. If people are using it to enjoying the water, we’re up for it.
So, tomorrow, go out and talk to your friends about the exciting new future of United States Power
Squadrons®….America’s Boating Club® and how we will lead the way in providing the best boating
education and safety training available anywhere.

D/Lt/C EDWIN A HOOVER, AP
An Introduction
I have been a member of United States Power Squadrons® since 2003 first in Illinois and then transferring to Palm Beach in 2008. I hold the grade of AP with Educational Proficiency. I have been active in boating for many years with our most
recent boat being a 40' Tiara Sovran. Even though we put her up for adoption two
years ago I maintain my Captain's License, my great interest in boating and boating safety and serve as a Vessel Examiner and Instructor for Palm Beach Sail and
Power Squadron. I also serve as the District 8 Safety Chair and a member of the
National Publishing Committee. I had the honor of serving on the Board of Jonathan’s Landing Yacht Club 2010-2015 and as Commodore 2013-2015. I am married to my beautiful wife of 36 years, Colette, and we have one daughter, Kathy,
who is married and expecting our first Grandchild. We are more than thrilled.
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SUMMER RENDEZVOUS—the people

This picture courtesy Mary Dodd

We have fun and get all the work
done! We love to eat and drink
and gather on and near the water.
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SUMMER RENDEZVOUS—the boats and the water and more people

We sure know how to
have a good time!
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VESSEL SAFETY CHECK
P/R/C Marjorie Baraff, AP
There’s a lot to think about when prepping to go to a marina to conduct Vessel Safety Checks. Sure, we all know to pack a
pen, the forms and decals, wear boat shoes and all that. But, what about getting ourselves ready? What about protecting
the largest organ of the human body – our skin?
We live in Florida and, unavoidably, spend so many hours in the sun that we should know to protect ourselves first.
Since my last dermatology appointment, I’ve been all around the internet reading about sunscreens and sun protection in
general. I found that most of the information we probably already know but there’s some that maybe we don’t know or need
to be reminded of. So here goes.
Start at the top with a wide brimmed hat that has a dark lining on the underside of the brim to minimize reflective sunlight off
of the water and glare. I just bought one from a company named Outdoor Research ® that complies with that and is made
with SPF 50 material. I’m sure there are other companies too with similar items so take the time to search the information
and find a hat that’s comfortable for you and wear it. To be in Vessel Examiner uniform it is best if the hat is beige.
Then too, protect your eyes with more than just the hat brim. Invest in a quality pair of UVA UVB filtered sunglasses and
wear them.
Now, what about our skin?
Beware of SPF numbers – there’s little evidence today to show that an SPF above 50 has any increased protection but do
use an SPF of at least 30. And reapply sunscreen approximately every one to two hours, or after swimming or sweating,
according to the directions on the bottle. In our case the operative word here is “sweating” lol.
Use at least a teaspoon of sunscreen for the face and neck, six teaspoons or more for the whole body. Don’t forget to coat
your ears. And, use a different sunscreen that’s safe for your lips like Banana Boat ® UVA UVB SPF 45 Lip Balm.
Here’s some good news that I didn’t know. Sunscreens are designed to remain at original strength for up to three years.
(I’ve been tossing any unused product after only one year. Wow). This means that you can use leftover sunscreen from one
year to the next. Some sunscreen product packages include an expiration date — a date indicating when they're no longer
effective. So discard sunscreen that is past its expiration date or older than 3 years.
Also, this squeaky wheel has been talking with (i.e. begging) the purchasing team at HQ for light weight, long sleeved, red
Vessel Examiner shirts. The search has been in the works for a month now with nothing definitive yet regarding a possible
vendor; but, hopefully we’ll have a new shirt option by next year. You know me and I won’t stop even if I have to make it
myself. In the meantime I’m wearing Nike® sun guard sleeves with my VSC shirt instead of sunscreen to protect my arms
when I’m at the marina.
Please be careful in the sun. Be smart and stay safe everyone.
Sources for this article include:
Sunscreen FAQs | American Academy of Dermatology
https://www.aad.org/media/stats/prevention-and-care/sunscreen-faqs
http://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/best-sunscreen/art-20045110

PAGE 14

©2002—2017 UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS®

SUMMER 2017

UNITED STATES POWERS SQUADRONS® NATIONAL SAFETY COMMITTEE
Stf/C Allan B. Furtado, SN

A Look Into Boating Safety Issues
The following story takes place in Fair Haven, New Jersey December 11, 1992.
It is always interesting to walk down the docks of a marina when I am looking for boaters who want a Free
Vessel Safety Check on their boat. I look at the lines that the boater has selected to hold their boat in the slip. Some
boaters must feel that line is very expensive so they use either the smallest line they can find or a line that has far exceeded its useful life.
The other evening the wind picked up at our marina and I went outside and re-secured my vessel with 1 inch
lines. Yes, 1 inch lines because my vessel weighs 25 tons and I don’t want to see it break loose. You see one year we
had what is known as a “no name storm”. The storm came up the Atlantic and positioned itself just outside the New
York Harbor for 3 days. The winds were strong enough that when the tide came in the wind would not let the water
return out of the surrounding rivers.
Just watching the water rise over the period was fascinating, for the docks became flooded. The weather man
predicted that the storm was going to hit really bad that evening so I added 6, 1” lines to my bow with appropriate
chaffing gear, and 6 lines of the same size to the stern of my boat. The stern lines crossed each other and I fastened
them to the dock pilings behind the boat two over from mine on each side. Thus, giving my vessel a lot of spring with
extra-long lines.
Well that storm did indeed come in with 90 to 100 mph winds. My poor boat was bouncing in her slip begging
to be let loose. Soon the bow lines, stretched to their limit from the extra high tides, chafed and let go. The stern lines
hung on and with the help of the wind, pulled the dock apart letting the boat free. I have a video tape of the boat
bouncing in her slip one minute and then gone the next!
She went across a field of unused slips and landed on the windward side of a pier. She lay on the pier for
about an hour with the wind breaking the waves over the top of the bridge (that is 14 feet off the water) looking very
sad. Needless to say this did not do the side of her any good. Eventually she pushed through the pier taking about 80’
of the pier out. There was also another boat attached to a common piling that broke off and because their lines were
so small they broke from the dock early and held onto my boats piling. Well that other boat (sail with a large keel) became my anchor and prevented me from continuing down the river with the help of Mother Nature.
Someone from the area saw my vessel about to break their dock so they managed to get a line on her and tie
her to the bulkhead for the remainder of the storm.
The next day she looked very sad, holes in the side porthole where a piling went through, the side all scraped
up and the bow pulpit looking like a dog with its tongue hanging out. Eventually the tide receded and that left my vessel on her side because normally there was only about 1 foot of water next to the bulkhead. I called a salvage company and they managed to remove the bent and broken rudders, and one shaft that was pulled out of the coupling. All
these holes were plugged with a bung and then she was towed to a marina where she was repaired over the next two
years.
Would heavier lines have protected my boat? Well I guess not in that case because some of the lines I did
use held and broke the dock. The point being if I had only used the ½ inch or 5/8 inch lines that most boaters use, the
boat would have been gone even sooner.
So what does this all have to do with Vessel Safety Check? It is one of the discussion items that I try to impress on boaters when I see inferior lines aboard. Safety is not an accident; it is forethought and preparation. Speaking of Safety, have you had your free Vessel Safety Check yet? If not, why not?
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
Safety Alert
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
Inspections and Compliance Directorate
Washington, DC
May 12, 2017
Safety Alert 04-17
Whether at Work or at Play Remember it’s a Shared Waterway.
Know the Navigation Rules and enjoy your day!
This Safety Alert reminds all operators of power-driven, sail, and human propelled vessels of the importance of maintaining
a sharp look-out while on a shared waterway and recommends that all recreational boaters carry a DSC-VHF marine radio
in order to communicate with other vessels.
Recently a catamaran type passenger ferry collided with a group of kayakers on a busy metropolitan waterway. The incident occurred during late afternoon while the sun was low on the horizon with an angle of about 15 degrees and the ferry
was heading westerly into the sun’s glare. The ferry had just begun its voyage and was operating at about 20 knots across
the waterway while a group of kayakers was ahead of the ferry and heading south. The low angle of the sun created significant glare on the water, obstructing the ferry operator’s view of the kayakers who were within the reflected light. The kayakers did not have a DSC-VHF marine radio with them and they were unable to hail the ferry. The ferry subsequently collided
with multiple kayaks resulting in two serious injuries.
It is critical that all mariners, including recreational boaters, have a good working knowledge of the Navigation Rules before
venturing out into a shared waterway. Commercial and recreational vessel operators need to know their responsibilities
including the Steering and Sailing Rules, Conduct of Vessels in Sight of One Another, and Conduct of Vessels in Restricted
Visibility. They also need to recognize the nautical lights and shapes and understand the sound and light signals that may
be encountered in order to take appropriate actions to prevent collisions.
It is also critical that recreational boaters are able to communicate with all other vessels. If unsure of another vessel’s intentions boaters need the ability to contact the other vessel on the radio in order to indicate their location and ask such
questions as “Do you see me?” and “What are your intentions?”. For more information on navigation rules and maritime
communications please visit the USCG Navigation Center Website.
Operators of marinas and rental facilities are encouraged to develop guidelines for safety briefings, required safety equipment and for outfitting guides and renters with maritime communication devices. For more information please visit RentalBoatSafety.com.
There are many safety topics important to paddlesport enthusiasts. Depending upon where you plan to paddle, the required skill sets may be minimal or they can be highly technical in nature. Persons new to paddlesports will benefit from
taking a paddlesports safety course and the knowledge gained will increase their enjoyment on the water. An example of a
free online course is located at boaterexam.com. Training is also available from the American Canoe Association (ACA) and
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.
The Coast Guard strongly recommends that all paddlesport enthusiasts participate in boating safety education as well as
taking paddlecraft specific skills training. Additionally, the following best practices should be considered every time before
going out on the water:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Always wear a Coast Guard approved life jacket
Make yourself be seen (bright / contrasting clothing)
Carry a sound producing device such as a whistle
Carry a DSC-VHF radio
Know your paddling limits
Know the area where you will be operating
Continued on next page
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
Safety Alert (cont’d)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Avoid paddling in main channels of busy waterways when possible
Dress appropriately for the water temperature and forecasted weather
Don’t paddle alone
Tell a friend where you are going and when you will return - file a float plan.
If you plan to be out after dark, you will be required to exhibit an all-round light or have a flashlight readily available
Don’t drink alcohol and operate a boat or paddlecraft

The free Coast Guard Mobile App includes many resources including a function to file a float plan.
Online information on Shared Waterways is available at TheSafeHarbors.us
This Safety Alert is provided for informational purposes only and does not relieve any domestic or international safety, operational or material requirement. Developed by the Office of Boating Safety and distributed by the Office of Investigations and
Casualty Analysis, Washington DC. Questions may be sent to HQS-PF-fldr-CG-INV@uscg.mil

2017 NATIONAL GOVERNING BOARD
Dallas, TX
We look forward to seeing all of District 8 at the
2017 National Governing Board in Dallas, TX, 10-17 September at the Hilton Dallas Lincoln Center. There are
some great area tours and meal packages, too.
Check the United States Powers Squadrons® National site for the schedule and come for the days that fit
your calendar and are most important to you. HURRY!
Make your hotel reservations soon as the hotel and some of
the special events get booked and rates change as we get
closer.

After the Annual Meeting in Orlando,
18-24 February 2018, join District 22
and the Furtados for a great cruise!

https://www.usps.org/php/reservations
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NEWS FROM VERO BEACH
D/Lt Robert Scully, SN
Instructor Training in Vero Beach - Boat Operators Certification - Inland Navigator- On Water
Training (BOC-IN-OWT) – Vero Beach Power Squadron(VBPS) - District 8 - United States Power
Squadrons®.
Thank you Dick Pfenniger, Regional Boat Operators Certification Instructor Certifier for his
time to assist in the training, instructors in training - Joe Troiano for the use of his boat, Capt. Chris
Caldwell for taking the pictures/videos, Larry Lott for setting the marks for the slalom course, Bob
Scully for coordinating the event, Jim Ward for letting us have his scheduled classroom time at
VBPS facility and the VBPS Executive Committee for approving and sponsoring the event.
Almost everything went like clockwork. The exception to the rule was the On Water Training
vessel (Boston Whaler) which we successfully launched (see video on VBPS facebook) but it failed
to start. The good news was we preplanned for potential challenges such as this. Joe Troiano’s
boat saved the activity planned for the On Water Training and the weather did not present a
problem until after we had completed the exercises.
Day 1 was 2 hours in class watching videos about what to expect the day would bring on the
water. Jim Ward was kind enough to grant us his classroom time as Bob forgot to reserve facility
space at VBPS. After lunch the team was able to go on water and demonstrate proficiency in boat
handling. Some practical on water boating skills were accomplished in the Gifford Cut just off Indian
River Intracoastal Waterway and some at a dock in the Vero Beach Marina. Performance on the
water was acceptable. The future VBPS OWT instructor skill demonstrations were approved.
Day 2 we met again at VBPS at 9 am and sat thru more OWT videos as a review with each
of the students taking turns as the instructor in front of the students using the power point slides on
how to operate the boat on the water in a safe manner using the guidelines provided by United
States Power Squadrons®. We then launched Joe’s boat and proceeded with OWT, with each
student instructor taking turns officiating as the instructor as witnessed by the Observer (Dick).
We demonstrated instructor skills by duplicating the
exercises as required by National on the boat. Once again we
used Gifford Cut for the slalom and bearing course. Slow speed
and high speed boat handling was accomplished. Slow speed
backward slalom was also done to perfection. We used the
docks at the marina for spring line demo and so on. Good Day
on the water! Thanks all who participated.
Photo by Capt Chris Caldwell

Editor’s Note:
Sebastian Inlet Sail &
Power Squadron in
District 8, was also
one of the 11 recipients of this award.
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MEMBERSHIP AT SEBASTIAN INLET
Don Robertson, S

Our MEMBER-ship
We have a lot we can learn from one another. We have 13 squadrons in District 8;
what successes have some of us had with recruiting and retention? What failures
have we experienced? We should be able to share with each other what works, and what doesn’t
work. That’s what I hope to do with you in this Pieces of Eight newsletter.
Here is a most effective recruitment tool:
I make a point of always carrying around a new member application. I keep them in an inner pocket of
a leather notepad binder that I use. However, the edges of the papers get dog-eared easily, and don’t
look very professional when I hand them out. So, I bought some clear plastic protective sleeves that fit
in a loose-leaf binder, and inserted one application in each sleeve.
I think it’s also good to give people our 3-fold handout as an informative introduction, so I inserted
that in the sleeve too, along with our rate sheet.
Lastly, you gotta make it easy for people to return the completed application and check to you. So, I
include a self-addressed envelope.
The end result is a professional looking packet that is easy to hand out and easy
for people to carry home. I think it looks very professional. But does it work?
Well, at our general meeting in May a nice couple showed up who had just
finished our ABC course. After they introduced themselves I said “Well, if there’s
anybody in the room who might consider becoming new members I have an
application packet!” I smiled and glanced over, they smiled back, and put out a
hand to take it from me. Within the week their completed application and check
arrived in the mail.
This self-contained packet is also useful when your squadron has a public event.
You want to support the volunteers in recruiting new members. Give them a half
dozen of these packets to hand out if someone is interested.
One last suggestion: when you receive their completed application and check in the mail, let the
applicants know you got it. A phone call or email starts your relationship with them, which is soooooo
meaningful to them! Let them know the process (timetable) your squadron goes through to approve
them and when they will be inducted.
And of course….thank them for choosing to be new members of your squadron. Let them know you are
available always if they have any questions or problems. Create a personal relationship with them,
which of course is good for member retention.
OK, any membership-minded people out there who have success (or failure) stories you’d like to share
with the rest of us?
Don Robertson, Sebastian Inlet Sail & Power Squadron
crsdon@gmail.com
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WELCOME ABOARD NEW MEMBERS!
The following new members have joined squadrons in our District from 09 May 2017 to 28 July 2017.
Encourage each one to participate in activities — educational, civic service and fraternal — that United
States Power Squadrons®, District 8 and your squadron offers. We look forward to seeing all of you at
our District functions. Congratulations to Ft. Lauderdale for 35 new members in 2017 . . . So far!
Ft. Lauderdale
Jorge Labrada
Nicholas Schile
Ellen Tolson

Palm Beach (cont’d)
Michael Levin
Craig Meumann
Gail D Smith

Key West
Carole C Odgers
Cynthia L Price
Maurice A Price

Pompano Beach
John M Arasi
Bill Moran
Catina J Moran
Carmen R Pintado-Arasi
Susan Sawchuk

Palm Beach
Karen Cohen-Brener
Elizabeth Dalton
Joseph R Defina
Joy Levin

St. Lucie River
Elaine M Bendeck
Paul R Bendeck
Alex J Mason
Debi McKay
Michele Ostrow
Steven Shultz
Lawrence C Wilkinson
Matthew C Wilkinson
Chris A Woodruff
Darla L Woodruff
Vero Beach
Paul R Fafeita

Sebastian Inlet
Alan E Kreger
Marcey Kreger

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
D/Lt Marjorie Baraff, AP

4 Sept 2017
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BOOSTERS

C ALENDAR

D/Lt Ronnie and Lt Kathy Babin 6-18
Hal Burke and Wendy Mervis 6-17

10-17 Sept

USPS Governing Board, Hilton Dallas Lincoln
Center, Dallas, TX

27-29 October

District 8 Fall Conference
Embassy Suites, Palm Beach Gardens

D/Lt/C Janet and Harold Leh 2-19
Cdr Richard A. and Lt Phyllis Schewe 5-18
Sebastian Inlet Sail & Power Squadron 12-17

E VENTS

2017

Stf/C Allan and Lt/C Jan Furtado 2-18
P/R/C William and Lynne Husted 6-17

OF

18-25 February

2018
USPS National Meeting, Orlando, FL

27-29 April

District 8 Spring Conference
Embassy Suites, Palm Beach Gardens

26-28 October

District 8 Fall Conference
Embassy Suites, Palm Beach Gardens

If your name is in RED, it is renewal time!

Thank You All!
D/Lt John W. Northrup, AP Booster Chairman

I MPORTANT D EADLINES
2017
13 October

Deadline for D/8 Fall Conf reservations

20 October

Deadline for checks to R/C Bill Gillette, AP

R/C William Gillette, 1415 Truman Ave, Key West, FL 33040-7251

Embassy Suites by Hilton
Palm Beach Gardens
4350 PGA Boulevard
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33410
TEL: 1-561-622-1000
FAX: 1-561-626-4860
Fall Conference 27-29 October
Room Rate: $119 King; $125 - 2 Doubles
Special Rate Code: DUP
Deadline for Rate 13 October
PAGE 21

©2002—2017 UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS®

SUMMER 2017

